rant, 


Tothe Right Honourable, the L ORDS Spiritual and 
Temporal, and to the Honourable, the Commons 
in PARLIAMENT Afembled. 


The moſt Humble Supplication and Addreſs of the poor Priſoners of 
England for Debt 


Sheweth, 


Hat whereas the additional A& of Grace, as it paſſed the Houſe of Commons, would have anſwered his Majeſties 
Gracious ]ntentions,and the longiog O_—_ of many Thouſands of miſerable Priſoners and their Families,yet 
by reaſon ofthe Alterations and their Additional Clauſes added co the Bill,there can but few,and thoſe inconſider- 
able receive any Relief from the great Grace and Mercy thereby intended,fince none that are in Priſon upon Exe- 
cution for above two handred Pounds are left capable thereof ; When there are at leaſt two hundred Priſoners 
in the Common-fide of rhe Kings-Bench,and other Priſons in and about the Ciry of London, that have nothing to 

preſerve them from periſhing,but-the Charity ſent them by well diſpoſed People,and what they beg for through the Grates, who are 

charged ſome with 300 pound, ſome with 5001. andſo upwardsto a 1000, and more upon Execution, though their real Debts are 
inconſiderable,and though many of them were ruined by the woful Conflagration of the City of London,andothers by loſſesat Sea : 

Yet ſuch is the Cruelty of their Adverfaries as to keep them till in this miſerableCondition wherein they have already languiſhed, 

ſome five, ſome eight, and ſomegmore years, and if the Bill ſhould paſs as now it is,they would be left paſt all hopes of ever being 

releaſed, 


May it Therefore pleaſe the Right Honourable Houſe of Peers,and the Honourable Houſe of Commons to take the 
lamentable Condition of your poor Supplicants into your Noble and Tender Conſiderations,and cf your great Chari- 
ty and Goodneſs to cauſe the ſaid Alrerations and Clauſes to be omitted in the ſaid Bil!, That ſo they may at length 
receive the benefit and Relief moſt Graciouſly Intended thera by his Sacred Majefty, and his Majeſty have a great 
Number of theſe his poor Subjeds to ſerve him (in his Wars) upon their Enlargement, who mult otherwiſe con- 
ctinue to languiſh and ucter ly periſh with their numerous Families, 


end your poor Supplicants (as in duty bound) ſhall ever pray, &c, 


i. PR — — _ Wn 


It is mo$t Humbly offered for paſſing the Bil), according as it was ſent up | 
by the Houſe of Commons, 


x. That it is highly Charitable and Reaſonable, that the Bodyes of Debtors thar are really Indigent now in Priſon ſhould be 
diſcharged: and that thoſeIndigent Priſoners that lye for great ſums,are in as grear Diſtreſs as thoſe tor ſmaller : for he that owes 
1000 pound or more, and hath not 20 w——_ inthe World to.pay it, is in as much need (if not more) to be diſcharged by an 
A& of Grace, as he that owes not 100 pound, and hath not ten groats to diſcharge it. The ſmaller by ſome means or other 
may have hopes to get out, but the greater can have no hopes ever to getout but by Grace and Favour and by this woful Experi- 
ence is teſtified, by the many years that many Debtors have beea confined already for great ſums. 

2. To diſcharge our Debtor that is not worth 10/7, and owes 1007. or 200 {, and to hold another confined that is not worth 10 
pound, becauſe e owes 1000 pound, It is humbly ſubmitted to confederation, whether the Caſe be not the ſame as to diſability, - 
and the Condition and Diſtreſs of the perſons the ſame, and conſequently Objes of Mercy and Compaſſion alike : Eſpecially 
fince there is a Proviſo in the Bill as much to the Creditors reaſonable ſatisfaction as can. be made. Y:z. That it by Liberty the 
Debtor becomes capable to pay, the Creditor hath power and Priviledge to extend. 

As to the Proviſo now added to the Bill, that the Priſoners ſhould be put to Work in a Working Houſe for two years and the 
balf of their hier to goto their Creditors towards payment of their Debts. Ir is humbly conceived that ir will neither anſwer che 
Intent of the Bill in amending the Condition of the poor Prifoners, nor pay any of their Debts. 

For firſt, there are not Working Houſes in England that will contain the tenth part of the poor Priſoners. 

And ſecondly, for thoſe that are, they are ere&ed chiefly for the beating of Hemp, and the Woollen and Linnen ManufaQure, 
and moſt of theſe are Bridewells for putting MalefaQors and Vagabonds to Work, and not for Debtors, And thoſe char are put 
there to Work cannot generally earn above 5 pence or 6 pence aday, which will not buy them Victuals and pay for their Lodg- 
ing, not mentioning Cloaths, Waſhing and other Neceflaries, without which they cannor long ſubſift, And in this condition 
there will not be one pennyfor payment of their Creditors : And beſides, by this mears they will be enforced to run away 
p_ Sea to get a Livelyhood, to the Depopulating of the Kingdom , whereas othcrviſe thoſe that are releaſed 
and are capable of Working might apply themſelves to thoſe Trades or Profeſſions they w-re brought up ro, and fo in 

time might recover themſelves, through Gods bleſling, to ſome competent ſubhitence : for generally moſt of rhe Handicrafts- 
men in and about London can get ſome 2 s. ſome 2 5. 6d. ſome 3 5. andothers more by the day, which would be a comfortable 
maintenance to themſelves and Families, and afford fomerhing towards payment of their Debts : bar if confined to Working= 
Houſes, their Wives and Children muſt beg for Bread,and increaſe the Charge of the ſever al Pariſhcs, the miſerable perſons them - 
ſelves being as incapable of affording them help, as when they were in Priſon. As 


. 
F 


S's 

As for Working. Houſes, there have been two Erccd inthe Pariſhes of St, 2f.rtin,in the Fieids, and St. 2ſargarets Weſt. 
minſter, upan which the Maſters of the ſaid Pariſhes laid out great fumms of _—_— expeRting that great profit and advantaye 
wouid have accrued by keeping the poor at work there; but the contrary hath been tound evident by experience: for they have 
proved a great Loſs to the ſaid Parithes, and not at all anfwered the Ends propoſed by the Deſigners of them : and upon compu- 
ting of cheir Weekly-work, they found the Charge ;amounted to more than the Profit of the Work-mens Lavour, | 


A Liſt of the Names of thoſe poor miſerable Priſoners in the Commor-ſide of the Kings-Bench and Fleet, (beſides thoſe in 
Lydgate) which are numerous and would be t 0 tedious to inſert, with the Summs tor which {they are charged, and the time of 
their Impriſonment, and who are m_ Indigent and reduced to that great extremity, that they are forced ta beg through the 
Grates, and depend on the Charity of well diſpoſed People to keep them from ſtarving who will be ſtill lett in the ſame Mi- 
ſery and inevitably Periſh without the compaſſionate Mercy and Relief of both Hou cs extend to thera. 


Therime of rhe1 ' . 1 ke time of rhe 
Execution Actions Imprifonniene, | | Execution Actions Impritonment, 
) ears ib It Years. 
John Toy - Goo - 400 » - = 07 Roger Simpſon - - - = 1500 = - - 03 
George Cole - 110 - 4oo - - - of Jarvis Potter - 200 + 1000 = - - 03 
.. John Green -< 3oo += 1000 - - - 04 John Ferth - 113 - 1490 -- - of 
Roger Welſh - 420 + 300o - - - o5 Tho. Brackly - 670 - 100 - - - 06 
Zechariah Ives - 300 - - - <- - - 04 { Tho. Loving - 200 - 250 - - - 0g 
John Hawes - 250 - - - <= - - 02 | John Tayler - 600 - - - - - - - 03 
John Diggins - 130 + 1300 - - - 04 | Sam. Moon = 2000 - - - - = - - 02 
fra. Goddard - 160 - 100 - - - oz | Luke Allen - 300 ---- --- n; 
Wwn. Tayler < 250 -- = = = - 03 James Cole -<- 140 - 200 = - - 03 
Wm Rookwood - 1000 - - - += = - 04 John Turner - - 500 -- - - « - - oz 
James Swanſon - 150 - $0 = - - 04 W. Springett - - - - $00 = - - 03 
John Plar - 200 =- 400 = = - of John Wordell - 1000 - - - - +< - - o4 
Jacob Ardes - - - - - 1200 - - «- oF | Rob. Spencer - 3o - 200 += - - Oþ 
In the Wards of the Fleet Priſon. 
Edw. Green - 412 - F510 --- 0z f{ WilliamGibſon- 6 - 4170 5-< or 
Richard Marler - - - +» $40 - - - or Stephen Jay - 42 - 385 - - --06 
Geo.Lamplow - 400 - 100 +» - - 04 Rich.Pettipher - 420 - $30 - - « 8* 
John Wells - - - + 800 < - - 02 | Jo. Billinghurſt- 20 + 1500 « « - 19 
Tho. Stone - 4oo - 400 = = - 04 Rich,Rochdale.- 150 - 1224 - « - 3: 
Cadw.Edwards- 1300 - - = += - - 03 | 


And for a confirmation of the truths above mentioned : If both or either of theſe two Honorable Honſes ſhall be pleaſed to 
cauſe the Marſhal of the Kings Bench and Warden of the Fleet, to be examined, touching the Particulars of the Miſerable Condition 
of us herein named ; of our begging through the Grates, and our wholly depending upon Charity,&c. though we are informed the 
ſaid Marſhal and Warden have evil Inſtruments againſt us,and employed their Agents abroad to obſtruR our enlargement,and 
the Grace and Fayour intended us by this Bill,yer they cannot deny the truth of theſe our Allegations. Bur to our great ſorrow we 
are ſcnſible that moſt of the Gaolers of England,as well as Creditors,would rather have the poor Priſoners lye and Rott and Starve, 


than co loſe the getting of one groat by their Enlargement: andfor onr further Miſery,the Common fide of the KingsBench conſiſts 


guoly of four Cellars,in one whereof Ry but 16 foot long and 1 2 foot wide,there are at this time confined to lodg in that ſad 
{mall damp hole no ſewef than 2.4 perſons; an 


{o proportionably in the other Cellars, 


